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BOROUGH  OF  NEW  ROMNEY  (KENT) 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OP  THE  EPICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  AND  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPL CTOR  FOR 

'  THE  ~Y^AR'T953. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Comic illors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1953* 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Horne 
Population  was  2,225  *  an  increase  by  55  over  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  live-births  was  39-12  more  than  in 
1952,  and  the  birth-rate  per  1,000  resident  population  was 
accordingly  17*53;  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General* s 
Comparability  factor  it  becomes  18*2 3;  that  for  England  and 
Wales  was  15* 5*  As  indicated  in  previous  reports  the  total 
number  of  births  is  small  for  statistical  comparisons  and 
the  increase  by  1 2  in  1953  has  raised  the  birth-rate  from 
12*32  in  1952  to  18*23  (comparability  rates). 

‘The  number  of  deaths  was  40  and  the  crude  death  rate 
accordingly  was  17*98;  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General's 
Comparability  factor  this  becomes  14*92.  There  was  no 
unusual  incidence  of  deaths.  Heart  and  vascular  or 
Circulatory  Diseases  caused  the  highest  number,  as  expected, 
chiefly  amongst  the  aged.  Two  of  the  six  deaths  f rbm  Cancer 
were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  lung.  The  other  causes  of  death 
were  miscellaneous. 

The  one  death  occurring  amongst  infants  was  due  to 
Congenital  Meningocele  and  may  be  regarded  as  having  been 
unavoidable.  There  were  no  deaths  amongst  mothers  due  to 
pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion;  and  there  were  no  still¬ 
births. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease. 

102  cases  of  Measles  were  notified.  This  highly 
infectious  disease  is  endemic  in  the  child  population  and  it 
is  impossible  to  prevent  its  spread  due  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  most  infectious  before  the  rash  appears  until  when  it  is 
not  usually  identified.  The  disease,  per  se,  is  not  serious 
and  complications,  such  as  Broncho-pneumonia  and  Otitis  Media 
do  not  commonly  occur  amongst  healthy  children.  Gamma 
globulin  is  available  at  the  County  Laboratory  and  its  use 
is  indicated  to  prevent  or  attenuate  an  attack  of  Measles  in 
a  child  who  is  in  poor  health  or  is  suffering  from  another 
illness. 

Only  four  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified.  Like 
Measles,  it  persists  amongst  the  child  population  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  most  infectious  before  diagnosis  is  usually 
made.  However,  there  is  good  reason  for  hope  that  it  will 
in  the  near  future  be  prevented  by  immunisation,  similarly 
to  Diphtheria  which  appears  to  be  entirely  eliminated  as  an 
endemic  disease. 

Two  unrelated  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred.  One  was 
treated  in  Hospital  the  other,  being  mild,  was  treated  at  homo. 
It  is  often  difficult  to  diagnose  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
from  mild  cases  of  German  Measles  and  when  there  is  any 
doubt  nose  and  throat  swabs  should  be  takon  for  the  presence 


(2) 


or  absence  of  the  haemolytic  streptococcus,  and  also 
should  be  taken  as  T release1  swabs  before  a  child  returns 
to  school  as  occasionally  small  epidemics  are  caused  by 
convalescent  carriers* 


There  were  also  two  unrelated  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning, 
both  due  to  the  Salmonella  ty phi -murium  which  is  the  most 


c  ornmoii 


organism 


to  be  incriminated  in  this  district. 


One  case  of  Sonne'  Dysentery  was  notified,  but  the 
source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced,  as  with  the  two 
cases  of  food-poisoning* 


It  is  gratifying  that  no  new  cases 


of  Respiratory 


Tuber cul os 
infection 


is  v/ere  notified  during  the 
are  being  gradually  elirnina 


year . 
ted  by 


Sources  of 
various  methods 


of  prevention,  including  Mass  Radiography  and  the  number 
of  new  cases  should  steadily  decrease  year  by  year. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  treatment  and 
the  outlook  for  patients  is  now  much  more  hopeful. 


There  was  one  new  case  of  non-re spir at ory 
but  infection  in  this  case  could  not  have  been 
the  milk  supplies  of  the  Borough. 


Tuberculosis 
related  to 


and 


In 

assi 


conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your 
stance  and  the  staff  for  their  efficient 


interest 

co-operation. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  MARSHALL, 
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SECTI ON  A . 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TUN  DISTRICT 


TOR  1953 


Area;-  1,509  acres 


Registrar-General T  s  Estimate  of;- 
The  Resident  Population 


t  #  • 


2,225 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


917 


Rateable  Value 


.  £20,017 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  •  •  •  * 


p 

cJ 


:77 


Social  Conditions. 


The  ancient  and  historical  Cinque  Port  Borough  of 
New  Romney,  is  today  predominantly  an  Agricultural  District. 
There  are  also  within  the  Borough,  the  workshops  of  the 
Romney,  Hythe,  Dymchurch  Light  Railway  and  a  few  small 
factories.  Part  of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  at 
Littlestone  where  there  are  wide  expanses  of  sand  which 


attract  many  summer  visitors  and  holiday-makers.  There  is 
admost  no  unemployment,  if  any,  and  social  conditions  may 
generally  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


New  Romney  England 


Total 

M. 

• . 

B  or  ough 

and 

Wales 

1 . 

Live  Births 

39 

19 

20 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

17.53 

15.5 

(a)  Legitimate 

37 

18 

19 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

2 

1- 

1 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

- 

— 

— 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

— 

22.4 

(a)  Legitimate 

— 

live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

births 

3. 

Deaths 

4o 

22 

18 

Death  rate 
per  1 , 000 
resident 
populat ion 

17.98 

11.4 

4. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

Rate  per 

0.76 

Childbirth  and 

— 

- 

1 ,000  ( live 

Abortion 

and  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

1 

,  _a 

1 

under  One  Year 
Age 

of 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

— 

— 

Infant  mortality 

rate  per  1 , 

000 

live  births 

25*64 

26.8 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants 

25. 64 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 

6. 

Deaths  from  Cance 

r  ( all 

ages 

) 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

6 

-  - - •  - sr  o  ^  w  —  —  — o  ~  ~ 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Measles 


•  *  % 

•  •  • 


♦  • 

•  • 


The  following  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1953* 


Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia  10 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Measles  . *  •  102 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Dysentery  1 

Pood  Poisoning’  2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  NSW  ROMNEY  BOROUGH  DURING 


1955 


ALL  CAUSES 


1  . 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5* 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11  . 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31  . 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

Who oping  Cough  ... 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.. 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  • . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 

22 

1 


5 

4 


2 

1 

2 

1 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Suppl 


This  is  supplied  by  the  Folkestone  Water  Company 
incorporating  the  Littlestone-on-3ea  and  District  Water 
Company*  The  water  is  derived  from  shallow  wells  at 
Dungeness  and  is  subject  to  constant  chlorination. 


Samples  are  taken  at  intervals  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all 
cases. 


Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Approximately  one  third  of  the  property  in  the 
Borough  is  connected  to  the  main  drainage  system,  the 
remainder  operate  on  cesspools. 


Generally  the  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  system  have 
operated  fairly  satisfactorily.  A  considerable  amount  of 
surface  water  finds  its  way  into  the  sewers  by  reason  of 
defective  pipes  and  the  fact  that  fall  pipes  taking  roof 
water  are  connected  direct  to  the  foul  water  drains.  It 


will  be  seen  that  until  a  survey  is  made  and  these  fault; 
remedied  this  trouble  will  continue. 


Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 

The  Corporation  undertakes  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse,  a  comprhensive  service  is  provided,  and 
refuse  is  collected  weekly.  Adequate  disposal  facilities 
are  available  in  disused  quarry  pits  on  the  Dymchurch  Road. 


Salvage 

Salvage  collection  continues  and  baled  paper  is 
regularly  forwarded  to  the  paper  mills. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 
and  no  special  charges  are  made  for  the  service  to  either 
private  or  business  premises. 

Cesspools  emptied  2336 

Total  amount  of 

sewage  disposed  of  3 ,024,000  galls. 

The  service  is  operated  with  a  800  gallon  Bedford 
cesspool  emptying  vehicle  and  the  average  cost  per  load  is 
approximately  8/0 d. 

Factories  and  Work  Places  ■ 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  factories  and  work  places 
in  the  Borough.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
i  nspe  c  t  ions  in  a  de  dur  i  ng  1953’“ 


FACTORY  ACTS,  1957  &  1948 


No.  on 

Inspections  i 

• 

Factories  in  which  Section  1  to 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

Register 

1 

5 

i 

2 

Factories  not  included  in  the 
above  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(Sanitary  Accommodation) 

9 

f 

12 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (Sanitary  Accommodation). 

- 

; 

“  1 

TOTAL 

14 

j 

14  1 

Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Places 

Constant  visits  are  made  to  premises  used  for  the 
preparation  or  sale  of  food,  1 6  premises  are  registered, 
and  are  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Rodent  Control 

Treatment  of  premises  for  rat  and  mice  infestations 
is  carried  out  by  the  part-time  rodent  operator.  Private 
premises  are  treated  free  and  a  charge  covering  operating 
costs  is  made  to  business  premises. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1 949 


Local 

Dwell- 

i 

1 

Agricul-  All  other 

I 

Author- 

|  ing 

tural 

( including 

ITotal 

ity. 

['Houses 

business 

* 

i 

premises ) 

Total  No.  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority Ts 
District. 

5 

i 

i 

;  934 

2 

91 

1 

! 

1032 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during  1953 

(a)  notification  ...  , 

•  *"■* 

42 

1 

8 

51 

(b)  survey  or  otherwise, 

*  5 

98 

1 

19 

123 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 

1  0 

infested  by  rats  (Major)  1 

2 

- 

1 

4 

(Minor)  - 

38 

1 

4 

43 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  seriously  infested 

by  mice. 

— 

15 

- 

16 

No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  1 

i 

55 

1 

6 

63 

(10) 


1 0 •  Dairies  and  Hi lk  Shops 


Two  retailers  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  designated 
milk  in  the  Borough.  Samples  have  been  taken  during  the 
year  for  bacteriological  examination  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 


1 1 .  Housing 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  is  934* 

Houses  provided  during  the  year;- 

Council  houses  12 

Private  houses  22 

34 


12. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits  during  the  Year. 


Nature  of  visit  or  inspection.  Number  of  inspeotl 


Water  s  upp ly  6 
Drainage  1 52 
Stables  and  Piggeries  4 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds  51 
Factories  14 
Public  conveniences  46 
Refuse  collection  12 
Refuse  disposal  19 
Rats  and  mice  16 
Schools  2 
Shops  36 


Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 


Overcrowding 

No.  of  houses  inspected  2 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  6 

Inspection  of  meat 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  6 

Visits  to  shops  and  stalls  12 

Visits  to;- 

Butchers  16 

Grocers  1 2 

Greengrocers  4 

Dairies  6 

Ice  Cream  premises  16 

Restaurants  6 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling 

Milk  -  bacteriological  2 


1 3 •  Food  Inspection 

No  action  was  necessary  for  the  sale  of  unsound  food 
during  the  year.  The  following  food-stuffs  were  condemned 
after  inspection  requested  by  the  food  traders 


55  lbs  beef 
27  lbs  mutton 


1  tin  meat 
1  tin  fish 


Food  Inspection  ( Cont d • ) 

55  tins  fruit  2  tins  vegetables 

7  tins  evaporated  milk 

Caravan  Sites 

One  licensed  site  for  caravans  has  been  established 
in  the  C-reatstone  area  and  is  generally  satisfactory. 


r: 


